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TO  THE 


CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  WEEKLY  BOARD 


OF  THE 


MIDDLESEX  HOSPITAL 


Gentlemen^ 

It  will  be  in  your  recollection,  that  at  the  last 

Election  of  an  Assistant  Surgeon  to  your  Hospital,  I  offered 

myself  as  a  Candidate.  This  I  did,  believing  myself  to 

be  on  all  grounds  qualified  for  the  office  which  I  sought, 

if  the  Governors  should  see  fit  to  elect  me  5  and  not 

knowing  that  any  objection  to  my  claims  or  qualifications 

existed  in  the  rules  or  bye-laws  of  the  Hospital.  For  from  a 

very  early  period  of  my  professional  studies,  I  had  devoted 

myself  from  a  strong  bias  in  its  favour  in  an  especial 

manner  to  the  study  of  Surgery,  and  to  the  cultivation  of 

those  collateral  subjects  whictr  bear  more  especially  upon  it. 

I  had  enjoyed  too  extensive  opportunities  of  acquainting 

myself  with  the  practical  duties  of  a  Surgeon.  For  five 

years,  I  had  been  engaged  in-;  actual  practice  as  such ,  and 

the  greater  part  of  that  time  I  had  been  connected  with 

public  Institutions,  either  acting  for  others  or  for  myself, 

in  addition  to  a  prolonged  attendance  upon  Hospital 

practice.  Thus  my  experience  had  been  considerable,  and 

I  believe  I  had  obtained  the  esteem  of  those  with  whom 

I  had  come  into  connection  in  social  and  in  professional  life. 
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Moreover  I  may  add,  that  I  possessed  at  the  time  the 
highest  legal  qualification,  having  obtained,  by  submitting 
voluntarily  to  a  second  examination,  the  Fellowship  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons. 

Having  thus  generally  described  my  position  and  objects, 
at  the  period  of  becoming  a  Candidate  for  the  Assistant  Sur¬ 
geoncy,  it  may  be  well  that  I  shew  more  in  detail,  that  I  had 
enjoyed  and  used  the  advantages  named. 

The  first  three  years  of  my  studies,  from  September,  1835, 
to  September,  1838,  and  part  of  the  summer  1839,  were 
spent  in  the  country,  as  pupil  at  first  of  my  Father,  and 
then  of  his  successor,  both  of  whom  in  addition  to  extensive 
private  practice,  were  Surgeons  to  a  Union  Workhouse,  and 
several  large  parishes.  Amongst  the  numerous  poor  patients 
on  this  account  put  under  their  charge,  there  was  a  large 
number  of  Surgical  cases,  all  of  which  came  under  my 
observation,  and  many  were  under  my  immediate  care.* 
During  the  same  period,  I  regularly  witnessed  the  operations, 
and  ‘often  as  T  could,  visited  the  wards  of  two  Provincial 


xy 

Between  October,  1838,  and  April,  1841,  I  attended  the 
usual  courses  of  Lectik;es  at  University  College,  and  the 
practice  of  the  Hospital  connected  with  that  College,  and 
held  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time  a  DressershipJ  in  the 
Hospital  vmder  the  late  Mr.  Liston. 


Having  become  then  a  Member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
I  Continued  e  Summer  to  attend  the  Surgical 


Practice  of  the  Hospital,  and  at  the  same  time,  during  a 
period  of  three  months,  I  took  charge  of  the  Surgical  depart- 


V  ■ 

—V 


t  See  Testimonials,  No.  3  and  4. 
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ment  of  the  Parochial  Infirmary  of  St.  Pancras,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Surgeon  to  that  Establishment.*  The  Au¬ 
tumn  I  spent  in  Paris,  engaged  daily  in  dissecting  the  im¬ 
portant  Surgical  regions  of  the  Body,  or  in  the  study  of 
Surgical  Anatomy — in  attendance  upon  a  course  of  Lectures 
and  Demonstrations  of  the  operations  of  Surgery,  and  in 
practising  those  operations  under  the  direction  of  M.  Petit, 
the  appointed  teacher  of  those  subjects  in  the  Parisian  Medi¬ 
cal  School.*! 

On  my  return  I  was  appointed  after  a  severe  and  protracted 
competition;!;  House  Surgeon  to  the  University  College 
Hospital,  under  the  late  Mr.  Liston.  That  office  I  held  for 
nine  months,  and  during  the  period  of  its  continuance,  en¬ 
joyed  under  the  superintendence  of  that  distinguished  Sur¬ 
geon,  great  opportunities  of  observing  the  important  cases 
which  came  under  his  care,  and  was  accustomed  to  all  the 
responsibility  which  attaches  to  the  duties  of  such  an 
office. 

In  January,  1843,  I  settled  in  London,  and  during  that 
year  assisted  Mr.  Liston,  in  his  private  practice  and  opera¬ 
tions.  In  the  same  and  following  year  I  also  acted  for  many 
months  as  Surgeon  to  the,  St.  Pancras  Dispensary, ||  not 
having  as  yet  obtained  any  Public  appointment. 

From  1845,  to  the  present  time,  I  have  been  attached  to 
the  Western  Ophthalmic  Institution,  in  which  I  have  had 
under  my  care  upwards  of  1,000  cases  of  diseases  of  the  Eye, 


*  See  Testimonial,  No.  5.  +  See  Testimonials,  No.  6. 

t  The  Appointments  to  this  office  are  made  by  concours.  The  Candidates 
first  undergo  a  written  examination  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy.  They  then  have  to 
pass  through  a  viva  voce  examination  on  the  same  subjects  in  the  Theatre  of  the 
Hospital,  in  the  presence  of  the  pupils  and  officers,  and  to  perform  operations  and 
apply  Surgical  Apparatus  in  their  presence  on-  the  dead  subject.  The  Candidate 
who  succeeds  best  in  the  whole  examination  is  then  appointed. 

|'|  See  Testimonial,  No.  .11 
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and  performed  many  of  the  most  important  operations  on 
that  organ . 

In  1846,  was  elected  Surgeon  to  the  St.  Marylebone  Dis¬ 
pensary,  and  have  held  that  appointment  up  to  this  time.* 

In  December,  1847,  came  the  vacancy  in  your  Hospital 
Staff,  to  fill  which  I  became  a  Candidate.  Amongst  the 
Governors  there  was  a  large  number  to  whom  I  was  person¬ 
ally  well  known,  and  a  still  larger  number  to  whom  as  Gover¬ 
nors  of  the  St.  Marylebone  Dispensary  also  I  was  known  in 
my  official  capacity  as  Surgeon  to  that  Institution,  and  to 
whose  support,  if  not  already  promised  to  another,  I  hoped 
I  might  reasonably  look,  being  conscious  that  I  had  faithfully 
discharged  my  duties  there.  The  object  was  a  legitimate  one, 
and  I  thought  I  saw  the  way  to  its  honorable  attainment. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  an  active  and  most  promising  can¬ 
vass  of  the  Governors,  that  I  first  learned,  that  my  qualifica¬ 
tions  though  otherwise  valid,  would  be  objected  to,  on  the 
ground  that  I  had  been  engaged  in  General  Practice. 
This  afterwards  proved  to  be  too  true.  Still  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  persevere  in  my  canvass,  and  to  endeavour  to  get  the 
law  suspended  by  which  I  found  myself  likely  to  be  disquali¬ 
fied,  as  I  was  informed,  it  had  been  on  a  former  occasion  in 
favour  of  another  Gentleman ;  knowing  too,  that  in  reality  I 
had  kept  within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  Allow  me  now  to 
explain  how  I  appeared  to  have  infringed  it.  In  the  Spring 
of  1845,  being  anxious  to  increase  my  Practice,  I  became 

*  Extract  from  the  Rules  of  the  St.  Marylebone  Dispensary. 

“  Every  Candidate  for  the  office  of  Surgeon,  must  be  a  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  not  engaged  in  the  practice  of  Midwifery  or 
Pharmacy.” 

Such  a  law,  or  one  which  pledges  the  Candidate  as  to  his  future  line  of  practice, 
if  elected  to  the  office  which  he  seeks,  may  he  very  well — it  may  be  desirable  ;  but 
not  a  law  which  without  reference  to  his  present  mode  of  practice  or  attainments, 
would  disqualify  him  on  account  of  his  mode  of  practice  ten  years  before. 
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connected  (with  the  view  of  being  introduced  to  his  Patients,) 
with  Mr.  Michele,  a  highly  respectable  Practitioner,  then  re¬ 
siding  in  Russell  Place,  but  about  to  leave  town.  During  the 
continuance  of  this  connection,  Mr.  Michele  took  the  Mid¬ 
wifery  Practice,  and  carried  on  the  business  as  before,  I 
assisting  in  seeing  the  patients.  My  own  Practice  was  all  the 
time  kept  totally  separate  and  distinct  from  his.  I  neither 
took  up  his  Pharmacy  nor  his  Midwifery  Practice,  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  attend  my  own  patients  just  as  I  had  done  before. 
Such  of  Mr.  Michele’s  patients  as  wished  afterwards  to  con¬ 
sult  me,  did  so  on  my  own  terms,  as  a  Consulting  Surgeon, 
and  not  as  a  General  Practioner. 

I  felt  it  therefore,  a  grievous  hardship  to  be  precluded 
by  this  connection  from  the  possibility  of  obtaining  an 
appointment,  which,  whilst  it  was  naturally  an  object  of  a 
young  Surgeon’s  ambition,  I  felt  would  be  to  me  some 
recompense  for  the  time  and  money  and  labour  I  had  spent 
in  fitting  myself  for  it,  and  for  the  sacrifice  which  I  had 
made  of  excellent  opportunities  of  gaining  general  practice, 
and  further  it  would  afford  me  the  only  step  which  I 
wanted,  to  ensure  my  success  in  private  practice.  By 
your  decision,  I  felt  that  my  prospects  in  life  had  received 
a  severe  and  unexpected  check.  Still  more  did  I  feel  this, 
when  I  reflected  that  under  the  operation  of  the  same  law, 
which  I  had  so  slightly  infringed  in  letter  only,  a  lad  of 
sixteen  then  entering  on  his  pupilage  might  be  qualified  to 
fill  a  Surgeoncy  in  your  Hospital,  before  X  should  have 
outlived  this  ban  of  exclusion,  taking  effect  as  it  does  re¬ 
trospectively  and  prospectively,  over  no  less  than  ten  years, 
and  that  the  man  who  had  just  passed  his  examination, 
without  regard  to  his  age,  experience,  or  any  other  reasona¬ 
ble  thing,  must  if  he  had  come  forward  have  been  admitted 
a  Candidate,  because  there  was  no  law  to  exclude  him,  and 
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because  he  would  have  had  no  time  to  exclude  himself  by 
taking  practice  of  any  kind  whatever.  Does  there  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  great  injustice  in  this  law  ?  which  would  admit 
to  a  serious  and  responsible  charge  the  youngest  and  most 
inexperienced  Surgeon,  and  would  exclude  every  one  how¬ 
ever  great  his  experience,  or  superior  his  abilities,  who  had 
been  within  ten  years  in  any  manner  however  slight  engaged 
in  general  practice.  In  this  list  of  disqualified  persons, 
let  me  further  say  would  be  included  more  than  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  the  Hospital  Surgeons  of  Great  Britain  out 
of  London  ;  indeed  I  do  not  believe  that  of  all  the  eminent 
and  talented  men,  who  are  connected  with  our  provincial 
Hospitals  and  Schools  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  there  are 
much  more  than  a  dozen  Surgeons  who  are  not  still  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  Midwifery,  and  most  of  them  in  that  of 
Pharmacy  also.  Referring  however  more  particularly  to 
my  own  case,  I  may  ask  and  I  am  sure  without  the  smallest 
wish  to  disparage  another  Candidate,  or  to  magnify  my  own 
claims,  does  that  law  appear  likely  to  be  beneficial  to  your 
Hospital?  which  when  several  Candidates  presented  them¬ 
selves  for  a  Surgical  office,  has  admitted  those  who  have 
possessed  the  necessary  qualification  the  shortest  time,  and 
rejected  the  longest  qualified  Candidate  ;*  has  admitted 
those  who  possessed  only  the  lower  legal  qualification,  and 
rejected  one  who  held  the  higher, t  simply  because  at  an 
earlier  period  of  his  practice,  he  had  been  very  temporarily 
connected  with  a  highly  respectable  General  Practitioner  in 

*  In  illustration  of  this  statement,  I  may  refer  to  the  Diplomas  of  the  four 
Candidates  at  the  late  Election,  which  bear  date  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Moore  admitted  Member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  Aug.  1st,  1812. 
Mr.  Hetley  do.  do.  May  15th,  1843. 

Mr.  Attree  do.  do.  June30th,  1843. 

(This  gentleman  did  not  prosecute  his  claims.) 

Mr.  Normas',  Member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  April  16th,  1841. 

t  Fellow  of  the  College  by  Examination,  April,  1846. 
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order  to  increase  the  number  of  his  patients,  and  the  whole 
course  of  whose  practice  with  that  exception  had  been  that 
of  a  pure  surgeon.  I  cannot  think  that  you  will  thus  judge, 
nor  do  I  believe  that  the  law  as  it  stands  was  ever  meant  so 
to  operate.  It  was  intended  to  exclude  those  who  had  been 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  practising  as  Apothecaries  and 
Accoucheurs  to  the.  neglect  of  Surgery,  that  the  Surgical 
Appointments  might  not  fall  indiscriminately  into  the  hands 
of  any  practitioner,  but  might  be  conferred  oh  those  who 
had  devoted  time  and  especial  attention  to  Surgical  studies 
and  practice.  Indeed  an  interpretation  as  liberal  as  this  was 
put  upon  the  law  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  late  Candidates, 
Mr.  Hetley. 

The  Appointment  which  Mr.  Hetley  holds,  and  then  held 
in  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  involves  the  Practice  of 
Midwifery  continually.  Gentlemen  who  wish  to  hold  that 
appointment,  are  expected  to  shew  a  double  qualification, 
viz  : — the  License  of  the  Apothecaries  Company,  as  a  proof 
that  they  are  qualified  for  Medical  and  Midwifery  Practice, 
and  the  Diploma  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  in  proof  of  their 
Surgical  qualification ;  and  that  because  the  practice  in 
which  they  are  engaged,  is  of  a  mixed  and  general  kind,  and 
of  all  kinds.  Mr.  H.  was  nevertheless  admitted  a  Candidate 
allowing  too  himself,  (as  I  am  informed,)  that  he  was  engaged 
in  Midwifery,  but  claiming  exemption  from  the  law,  as  one 
who  was  not  engaged  in  this  practice  for  himself  but  attend¬ 
ing  to  it  gratuitously  as  a  Student ;  and  farther  on  the  plea 
that  there  being  a  Physician  Accoucheur,  and  Midwives  to 
the  Establishment,  the  fact  of  his  attending  cases  of  Mid¬ 
wifery  was  only  a  matter  of  convenience  to  the  Accoucheur. 
I  believe  I  state  this  quite  correctly.  At  all  events  I  know 
he  feared  he  should  be  disqualified  by  his  then  appointment — 
that  he  was  practising  Midwifery,  and  that  this  did  not  pre- 


10 


vent  his  admission  as  a  qualified  Candidate.  I  have  no  rea¬ 
son  to  doubt  that  Mr.  II.  is  fully  qualified  for  the  office 
which  we  mutually  sought — but  then  if  he  were  thus  ad¬ 
mitted,  why  might  not  I  also  have  been  ?  Had  I  not  received 
an  equally  good  education  ?  Had  I  not  shewn  the  full  and 
more  than  full  legal  qualification  ?  Had  I  not  had  longer  ex¬ 
perience  ?  Had  I  not  been  engaged  as'  strictly  in  the  pure 
practice  of  Surgery  ?  In  all  these  respects  without  one  word 
of  self  laudation,  I  submit  that  my  qualifications  were  equal  to 
those  of  any  Candidate  that  offered  himself. 

I  earnestly  intreat  you  therefore,  to  look  at  this  matter 
with  that  attention  which  it  demands ;  and  which  I  am 
sure  the  injury  I  sustain  without  the  shadow  of  an  im¬ 
putation  upon  my  character  or  attainments,  will  claim  at 
your  hands ;  and  to  judge  whether  I  may  not  be  considered 
eligible ,  should  an  opportunity  again  present  itself  of  my 
offering  myself  to  your  notice.  I  refer  to  Certificates  and 
Testimonials  which  amply  support  all  I  have  said  of  mysel  f, 
and  I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  permit  me  to  attend 
and  further  explain  to  you,  at  your  meeting,  any  matter  not 
sufficiently  dwelt  upon  in  this  letter,  and  to  answer  any 
questions  you  may  wish  to  put,  on  the  general  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 


H.  BURFORD  NORMAN. 


TESTIMONIALS. 


[No.  1.] 

I  certify  that  Mr.  Henry  Burford  Norman  was  a  pupil  of 
mine  from  1835  to  1838,  (both  years  inclusive),  during  which  time 
he  had  frequent  and  large  opportunities  of  seeing  and  assisting  in 
the  Surgical  practice  of  the  most  extensive  district  of  the  Langport 
Union,  and  that  I  confided  a  great  deal  to  him  the  charge  of  my 
Surgical  cases  generally  likewise. 

Wm.  NORMAN,  Surgeon. 

Courtlands,  19th  July,  1848. 

[No.  2.] 

Mr.  Henry  Btjrford  Norman  was  a  pupil  of  mine  in  the  vear 
1839,  having  been  transferred  to  me  from  his  father,  William  Nor¬ 
man,  Esq.,  on  his  declining  practice.  During  the  time  he  was  with 
me,  he  had  ample  opportunitv  of  seeing  Surgical  practice,  as  I  had  to 
attend  a  large  district  of  an  Union  ;  he  availed  himself  of  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  offered,  and  rendered  himself  most  useful,  being  skilful  and 
intelligent.  Since  leaving  the  Country  he  has,  I  believe,  made 
Surgery  almost  his  exclusive  studv,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  his 
ability  and  perseverance,  I  consider  him  to  be  an  able  and  accom¬ 
plished  Surgeon,  fitted  for  any  office  where  professional  skill,  humanity 
and  gentlemanly  conduct  are  desirable. 

JOHN  PRANKERD, 
M.K.C.S.E.  &  L.A.C. 

Langport,  Somerset,  July  19,  1848. 


[No.  3.] 

I  hereby  certify  Mr.  H.  Burford  Norman  attended  the  Surgi¬ 
cal  practice,  and  witnessed  the  Operations  nerformed  by  myself  and 
the  other  Surgeons  of  the  Bridgewater  Infirmary  in  the  years  1835, 
1837  and  8. 

JONATHAN  TOGOOD, 

Founder"  of  the  Bridaevmter  Infirmary,  and  Senior 
Surgeon  for  thirty -three  years. 

Torquay,  July,  1848. 


[No.  4.] 

We,  the  undersigned  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Tar.  n  ton 
and  Somerset  Hospital,  do  hereby  certify  that  H.  B.  Norman,  Esq., 
was  in  the  habit  of  frequentlv  attending  the  Operations  and  witnessing 
the  Surgical  practice  of  this  Hospital  when  he  was  living  in  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  we  believe,  from  our  knowledge  of  Mr.  Norman’s 
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acquirements  at  that  time  and  subsequent  acquaintance  with  him,  that 
he  is  an  intelligent  and  highly  accomplished  Surgeon,  having  specially 
directed  his  attention  to  the  Surgical  and  Operative  part  of  the  profes¬ 
sion. 

HENRY  ALFORD,  F.R.C.S. 

C.  H.  CORNISH.  F.R.C.S. 
FRANCIS  WELCH.  F.R.C.S. 
REGINALD  BURRIDGE,  M.D. 
HAMILTON  KTNGLAKE,  M.D. 

[No.  5.] 

I  beg  leave  to  state  that  Mr.  Norman  attended  for  me  the 
Surgical  department  of  the  Infirmary  of  St.  Pancras  for  three 
months  during  the  Summer,  1841,  much  to  my  satisfaction,  during 
my  temporary  absence. 

June  12,  1848.  RICHARD  D.  EASTCOTT,  Surgeon. 

Copy.  [No.  6.] 

Je  soussigne  Prosecteur  de  Y  amphitheatre  des  Hopitaux  civil s 
de  Paris  certifie  que  Monsieur  H.  Burford  Norman,  a  suivi  pendant 
un  mois  mes  le9ons  d’  anatomie  chirurgicale  et  de  medecine  opera- 
toire  et  qu’il  a  repete  sous  ma  direction  toutes  principales  operations 
de  la  chirurgie. 

Enfoi  de  quoi  je  lui  ai  delivre  ce  present  certificat. 

Paris,  le  17  Novembre,  1841.  *  G.  PETIT. 

[No.  7.] 

Mr.  Henry  Burford  Norman  went  through  his  professional 
studies,  at  University  College,  with  great  assiduity  and  success, 
availing  himself  not  only  of  the  Scientific  Instruction  given  in  the 
Class-Rooms  of  that  Institution,  but  of  all  the  Practical  Information 
which  in  the  capacity  of  Dresser  and  House  Surgeon,  he  had  the 
opportunity  of  gathering  in  the  Hospital. 

I  know  that  Mr.  H.  Burford  Norman  discharged  the  several 
duties  of  these  appointments  with  kindness,  skill  and  integrity  ;  and 
such  are  his  attainments  in  Surgery,  and  the  various  branches  con¬ 
nected  with  it,  that  I  can  most  conscientiously  recommend  him  as 
well  qualified  to  perform  the  duties  of  Surgeon  to  any  Hospital,  or 
other  Public  Institution.  The  experience  which  he  has  had  in  tho 
practice  of  his  Profession  during  several  years  subsequent  to  his 
leaving  University  College  and  his  steady  and  honourable  principles 
enable  me  to  give  him  this  Testimonial,  with  the  perfect  conviction 
that  he  is  entitled  to  it. 

SAMUEL  COOPER, 

Late  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England ;  Late  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Surgery  in  University  Col¬ 
lege  and  Senior  Surgeon  to  its  Hos¬ 
pital,  Sj'c.  8(c. 


7,  Woburn  Place,  July  21st,  1818. 
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[No.  8.] 

I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  Mr.  H.  B.  Norman 
filled  the  situations  of  Dresser  and  House  Surgeon  under  me,  at  the 
University  College  Hospital,  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  Institution.  Mr.  Norman  possesses  a  most  thorough 
knowledge  of  his  Profession,  and  is  admirably  qualified  to  fill  the 
office  of  Surgeon  to  a  Dispensary. 

5,  Clifford  Street,  January  2nd,  1843.  ROBERT  LISTON. 

[No.  9.] 

I  have  known  Mr.  H.  Burford  Norman  during  several  years* 
and  am  enabled  from  personal  observation  to  bear  strong  testimony 
to  the  excellence  of  his  character,  as  well  as  to  his  attainments  in 
professional  knowledge. 

In  the  course  of  his  studies,  Mr.  Norman  became  successively 
Surgeon’s  Dresser  and  House  Surgeon  in  the  Hospital  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  connected,  and  in  discharging  the  duties  of 
these  offices,  he  attached  to  himself  general  confidence  and  respect. 
Since  he  has  settled  in  practice,  Mr.  Norman  has  displayed  the  same 
zeal  for  improvement  in  practical  Surgery  ;  and  I  entertain  no  doubt 
whatever,  of  his  being  not  only  an  industrious  but  skilful  Surgeon. 

R.  QUAIN, 

Professor  of  Anatomy  in  University  College , 

Keppel  Street,  July  24th,  1848.  and  Stirgeon  to  the  Hospital. 

[No.  10.] 

Having  been  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Norman  for  many  years, 
I  can  with  pleasure  bear  my  testimony  to  his  character  and  attain¬ 
ments. 

Mr.  Norman  has  enjoyed  ample  opportunities  for  the  study  of  his 
profession,  including  various  appointments  in  University  College  Hos¬ 
pital.  He  has  been  uniformly  zealous  and  industrious,  and  his 
attainments  are,  in  my  opinion,  highly  respectable.  He  has  filled  the 
office  of  House  Surgeon  in  University  College  Hospital,  the  appoint¬ 
ment  having  been  made  by  public  competition,  and  after  a  searching 
examination  into  the  claims  of  the  various  candidates. 

Mr.  Norman’s  private  character  is  unexceptionably  good,  as  I  can 
state  from  much  public  and  private  intercourse  with  him. 

From  my  knowledge  of  his  abilities,  attainments  and  general 
character,  I  believe  Mr.  Norman  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  duties  of 
a  Surgeon,  either  in  a  public  Institution  or  in  private  practice. 

JOHN  TAYLOR,  M.D.  London, 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  London ,  and 
Physician  to  the  Huddersfield  Infirmary  ;  Late  Pro~ 
fessor  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  University  College , 
London ,  and  Physician  to  the  Hospital. 

Huddersfield,  July  21,  1848. 


14 


[No.  11.] 

The  Medical  Officers  of  the  St.  Pancras  Royal  General  Dispen¬ 
sary  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity  afforded  them  of  testifying  the 
very  high  sense  they  entertain  of  the  ability  and  professional  skill 
which  Mr.  Norman  has  displayed  when  temporarily  co-operating  with 
them  on  various  occasions. 

During  the  absence  of  the  Surgeon  of  the  establishment,  the  whole 
responsibility  of  that  appointment  has  sometimes  for  several  months 
been  deputed  to  him,  and  they  could  not  but  admire  the  steadiness 
and  perseverance  with  which  he  performed  its  onerous  duties,  and  the 
extensive  store  of  soundly  practical  Surgical  knowledge  and  experi¬ 
ence  which  he  brought  to  his  allotted  task. 

Fully  impressed  with  this  feeling,  they  desire  to  express  their  entire 
confidence  in  him,  as  a  well  educated  and  accomplished  Surgeon,  and 
to  recommend  him  in  the  most  forcible  manner  they  are  able  as  a 
Gentleman  well  fitted  in  every  respect  by  qualifications,  both  moral 
and  professional,  for  election  to  any  Surgical  Office  in  a  Public  Insti¬ 
tution. 

EDWARD  BALLARD,  M.D. 

A.  P.  STEWART,  M.D. 

C.  J.  COX,  M.D.  Physician  Accoucheur. 

26,  Burton  Crescent,  Nov,  2nd,  1846. 

v  [No.  12.] 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  superior  pro¬ 
fessional  attainments  and  excellent  abilities  of  Mr.  Norman. 

As  a  practical  Surgeon,  I  can  with  great  confidence  recommend  him 
for  the  Office  he  solicits  in  the  Marylebone  Dispensary.  If  elected, 
he  will  prove  a  great  acquisition  to  the  Institution. 

J.  W.  FISHER, 

Surgeon -in- Chief  to  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force . 

Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  Nov.  11,  1846. 

[No.  13.] 

I  have  known  Mr.  Burford  Norman  for  several  years,  and  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  as  to  his  abilities  as  a  Surgeon. 
I  consider  he  is  capable  of  treating  any  case  in  Surgery,  and  I  doubt 
not  that  eventually  he  will  take  a  distinguished  position  in  the  ranks 
of  our  profession. 

HENRY  HANCOCK, 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Surgeon  to  the 
Charing  Cross  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on  Surgery  in 
the  Medical  School  of  that  Hospital, 

59,  Harley  Street,  3rd  November,  1846. 


^  Physicians . 
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[No.  14.] 

I  am  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Burford  Norman,  and 
have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  excellence  both  of 
his  professional  and  private  character.  I  believe  the  Governors  of  the 
Dispensary  (for  the  appointment  of  Surgeon  to  which  he  is  now  a 
Candidate)  could  not  select  a  gentleman  more  competent  to  the  duties 
of  that  office,  or  more  likely  to  do  honour  to  their  choice  ;  and  I  am 
sure  the  poor  objects  of  the  charity  would  receive  at  his  hands  the 
most  humane  and  patient  attention. 

15,  Park  Street,  Bri.tol,  W.  F.  MORGAN, 

Jan.  2nd,  1843.  Surgeon  to  the  Bristol  Infirmary. 

[No.  15.] 

My  Dear  Norman, 

If  any  testimony  of  mine  can  be  of  service  to  you,  I  give  it  with 
the  greatest  satisfaction. 

I  have  known  you  sufficiently  long,  and  had  ample  opportunity  of 
appreciating  your  professional  attainments  to  convince  me  that  you 
will  discharge  most  efficiently  all  the  duties  belonging  to  a  Surgical 
appointment  at  any  public  Institution,  for  which  your  active  habits, 
and  love  for  the  science  of  your  profession,  as  well  as  urbanity  of 
manner  peculiarly  fit  you. — Wishing  you  every  success,  believe  me 
truly  yours, 

FRANCIS  HERD, 

Fellow  of  the  College  of  Surgeons ,  Lecturer  qu  Anatomy 
at  the  Charing  Cross  Hospital ,  and  Surgeon  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary  for  Children. 

12,  Cleveland  Row,  St.  James’s, 

30th  Oct.,  1846. 

H.  Burford  Norman,  Esa.,  Duchess  Street. 

[No.  16.] 

A  long  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Norman  enables  me  to  speak  with 
confidence  of  the  excellence  of  his  character  and  the  superiority  of 
his  professional  attainments. 

Being  led  by  inclination  to  pursue  Anatomical  investigation,  and 
acquire  Surgical  knowledge,  Mr.  Norman  has  given  so  much  atten¬ 
tion  to  those  subjects  of  study  as  to  fit  himself  pre-eminently  for  the 
situation  of  Surgeon  to  a  public  Institution. 

G.  VINER  ELLIS. 

University  College,  Dec.  11,  1843.  Senior  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy . 

H.  B.  Norman,  Esq, 

[No.  17.] 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  I  have  been  many  years 
well  acquainted  with  Mr.  H.  B.  Norman,  first,  as  a  Student  of  Medi¬ 
cine  and  Surgery  at  University  College,  where  he  very  honourably 
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distinguished  himself  in  the  various  classes  he  attended,  and,  subse¬ 
quently,  as  Dresser  and  House  Surgeon  in  the  Hospital,  when  he 
carefully  took  advantage  of  the  many  opportunities  presented  to  him, 
to  make  himself  familiar  with  the  practical  duties  of  his  profession. 
I  also  know  Mr.  Norman  to  be  a  very  active  and  intelligent  Surgeon 
in  both  public  and  private  practice,  and  I  am  convinced  that  his 
services  will  be  highly  valuable  to  any  Institution  with  which  he  may 
seek  to  be  connected. 

THOMAS  MORTON, 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Surgeon  to  the 
Queen's  Prison,  Assistant-Surgeon  to  University 
College  Hospital,  8fc.  8fc.  Sfe. 

9,  Woburn  Place,  Russell  Square, 

22nd  July,  1848. 
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George  Odell,  Printer,  18,  Princes  Street,  Cavendish  Square. 


